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As UK affiliate of International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, the international health charity Medact supports the Declaration in the European Parliament calling for the removal of all US nuclear weapons from Europe, as part of the denuclearisation of our continent. 
Sixteen years after the end of the cold war there are still some 480 US nuclear weapons held under Nato sharing arrangements at eight bases in six European nations – Belgium, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Turkey and the UK (which houses some 110 B61 bombs at Lakenheath, Suffolk). Each of these nuclear bombs has the destructive capacity of up to 10 times that of the bomb that destroyed Hiroshima, with a combined power of wiping Europe off the map.
These weapons are capable of killing millions of people, and leaving 
millions more with horrific injuries from blast and burn effects of the 
bombs, as well as radiation sickness and other radiation-induced 
conditions.  The devastating health consequences that would be caused by the use of even one of these bombs demand a detailed justification of their retention on the part of the host nations. Given the current aggressive US military strategy of pre-emptive war, these weapons constitute a threat to Europe's neighbours and a target for other nuclear armed states. They are also potential terrorist targets, and pose a serious risk of an accident. They do nothing to enhance European or American security.

The removal of US nuclear weapons from Europe would send a vital signal to non-nuclear states of European and US intent to live by the spirit and the letter of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, in particular Article VI in which all nations promise nuclear disarmament. It would also facilitate discussions with the Russian Federation about the elimination of tactical nuclear weapons, and ongoing negotiations over Iran’s nuclear capacity. According to a Greenpeace poll, two thirds of citizens in Nato countries hosting US nuclear weapons want to live in a nuclear-weapons free Europe.
The use of even one nuclear weapon, which can be decided by the US President without permission of the host country, would be an appalling medical, human and environmental catastrophe. 

To safeguard the health and wellbeing of millions of global citizens Medact strongly supports Written Declaration 0047/2006 submitted by Caroline Lucas (UK) and Angelika Beer (Germany) which urges the immediate withdrawal of all US nuclear weapons from Europe.

