August 4th 2006

Dear                 ,
As an organisation of health professionals we are writing to express our grave concern that avoidable deaths and unnecessary injury and suffering are being caused due to the absence of an immediate ceasefire in the Middle East.

While the numbers killed are devastating enough (at least 683 Lebanese civilians, 50 Hezbollah combatants, 26 Lebanese soldiers, 41 Israeli soldiers, 27 Israeli civilians as of 03/08) the long term effects on peoples’ health and well being are incalculable. Untreated wounds lead to disability and death, traumatised children carry their scars into adulthood, and women in complicated labour cannot reach hospitals in Lebanon due to the 600km of roads, 62 bridges and 22 fuel stations that have been destroyed at the time of writing. 
This is not to mention diabetics who cannot access essential supplies of insulin, those who are dependent on drugs for hypertension, and the estimated 900,000 to one million displaced trying to survive in unsanitary and overcrowded conditions. Even those that are in hospitals are at great risk: the Al Fanar Mental Hospital in Zefta, for example, is low on the medication needed for its 250 schizophrenic patients and their windows have been shattered by nearby explosions. 

The list of devastating health effects caused by the lack of an immediate ceasefire is ongoing until one is declared. We urge you to do all in your power to bring one about immediately. 

Yours sincerely

Dr Frank Boulton

Chair

Medact

