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We are frontline nurses, together with other nurse colleagues, who would like to add our voices to those of the Royal Colleges, unions, doctors and the public in protesting against the Parliamentary Bill to ‘reform’ the NHS. We already struggle to give good care. Despite the fine words, there has been no real increase to the NHS budget, while figures from the Royal College of Nursing show that 27,000 nursing posts are being cut. The proposed reforms will make matters much, much worse. Not least, they will force  ‘any willing provider’ of health services – private, social enterprise or NHS - to compete with each other on cost and so standards of care are bound to fall. 

We are the biggest group of healthcare professionals in England, staffing costs are the biggest budget item in any health service, so providers of health services will have to cut (even more) posts and probably salaries in order to be competitive. Expensive services will suffer the most – emergency and follow up care, mental health services, care of the elderly, management of long term conditions and end of life care – most of them disproportionately dependent on skilled nursing. Care will be skimped or services simply priced out of the market and the consequences for health long term will be serious for patients and costly to society. 
Radical, top-down change has clearly been under development for a long time, despite no mention of the proposals in any election manifesto. The proposed reforms will be rapid, costly, and staggering in scale: they presage nothing less than the complete restructuring, if not privatisation, of the NHS, so that heath care becomes a commodity to be bought and sold by private companies.  We are deeply concerned that, in such a market-driven system, health care decisions will be made on the basis of price rather than clinical need, with serious implications for standards of nursing care. 
